8            HISTORY OF UPPER ASSAM      CHAP.

830 and 1140 A.D., and these in their turn gave way to
that of the Senas, who however, being of Bengal,
ruled only the western part of Kamarupa.

That Assam and the Hukong Valley to the Irrawadi
river and beyond, formed as it were a natural highway
for old-time Indian kings with a desire for conquests
far afield is known, and Forlong, in his researches, states
an Indian King named Samudra (not the one pre-
viously mentioned) was ruling in upper Burma about
105 A.D., and that they were Hindus from that locality
who led the Shans far down the Mekhong river into
Siam ; while earlier still Chinese chronicles state an
Indian prince from Cambod in north-west India was
reigning in Cambodia, giving the name of his original
homeland to his new territory. These chronicles also
say adventurers from India founded kingdoms in Java
and Malaya as far back as 166 A.D., and also that mer-
chants from Alexandria or some other Roman port
visited China a little later, travelling via Chiampa, the
old name for Siam. All these Indians with their
armies must have got there via Assam and the low
passes of the Patkoi Range into the Hukong Valley and
so further east. The difficult mountainous regions
stretching from the Patkoi away down south to Arrakan
precluded the possibility of passing masses of men
through them, while long sea voyages were unknown
to the Indian peoples of those days. Though certain
historians are of opinion that Hindus from the ancient
sea coast kingdom of Kalinga (Madras side) did make
voyages to Java and that the Hindu ruined cities and
temples found there are their handiwork.

Other  copper  plate  inscriptions  found  in Assam
show various lands having been made over to Brahmin